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supplying the tissue at the back of the ear. A similar ease has been re
ported to me on excellent authority, and is corroborated full y by the suf-
terer himself, of a rash being invariably developed in a boy after eating
oatmeal, but in this instance it was unaccompanied by any alarming
Symptoms. A somewhat different case of idiosynerasy is recorded in
The Lancet ( February 28, 1888, p- 34), in which a negro woman in Bar-

b;ldoes experienced the most alarming symptoms after an ordinary dose
Of cocaine,

THEO, D. A. COCKRELL.
West Cliff, Colorado,
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Botanical expedition to S. America,

‘o 8 As various inquiries are made in regard to the botanical expedition
0 ™

uth America which I am contemplating, I feel at liberty to say a
word in this public way about the matter.

The plan is to start at Buenos Ayres, in the Argentine Republic, a8
Parana rivers as far as possible, and to collect the

in the surrounding region along the southern

boundary of Brazil.

he tributaries of the great water

: ade and brought home to enrich the her-
baria of our country, 5

sired"qu?t,?her inf«l;rm;;tiinn a8 10 the disposal of the sets collected ig det.
‘oo or8 may be uddressed to the wor: | une next,
orto Dr, N € writer up to the 1st of J

+ . L. Britton, of Columbi: §
Ashland, Mass. b il \’(:l)‘x;;(c.)sms MORONG.

[nto the portion of this report which concerns California several

PTTOTS have crept that . : '
: Are 10 ba regratted. Al the funei mentioned 88
having been observed for the firs P

: . . ~ -5 . . ot 8 \.' her_
barium U time-in California exist 1n my hel
| { e s S. Uromyces Bsim and Puceinia prll_‘m[‘
Fungi published ;clted by me in 1876 and are included in Oat. of b:{i

4 ‘ . dad on A 0‘(18 Sat) - oo o -7 & - . ﬂ“"l)u
of which, with s, s Ag 1830  Peronosporia viticola, an

me localities, was oiven ; ¥ es A 7, June,
SR7 : . S siven 1a Bull. Ca!. Acned , No. 7,
1887, abounds I California on our G b s

: : e Fatin Onlifarnied. and the
deaial of . ur wild vine. Vitis L».-ahfmnlf‘-a, |
mis:‘.hievolut: f:lb:en.( ® by the U. 8, myeologist will he nroductive of very .
to protect themsu lts 1f 1t preve:nts our vine—growers Irom tnking measures
S Anselves from thixs dreaded pest already in our midst.
San Franeigen. 1)

H. W. HARKNESS

€€, uppointed in August last, to devise a method for ;ge
h:'t"i?”:‘o'}g A{merican botanists, have, after coxl?ﬁ:i iy
through the herbypio o s decided that the most practical methol
rb. : P 2
ton. Siam of the Dapartment of Agriculture at Washing
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A classified stock of duplicates belonging to the department is avail-
able as a basis of an exchange herbarinm. '

Those desiring to exchange specimens should address, for rules and
other information, Dr. Geon. Vusey, U. 8. Dep. of Agriculture, Washing-
ton, D. C. ' \

GEO. VASEY, SERENO WaTsoN, N. L. Brirron, Taos. MoroxG, B. D
HALSTED, Commuittee.

CURRENT LITERATURE.

The families of plants,
The rapid advance in our knowledge of plants which has come from

the wonderful development in appliances seems to demand a new gen- J
eral presentation of the plant kingdom. For the Phanerogams this 18 i
being undertaken in a masterly way by Drs. Engler and Prantl,! under . 2,

whose editorship the best specialists are at work upon various groups of
plants. The illustrations are abundant and most excellent, while the
text ig all that could be desired. The publisher is to be commended, not
only for the handsome typography, but also for the very low price, which
puts this invaluable work within the reach of almost every botanist. It
“Ppears in separate numbers, whick come rapidly enough, but which hold
19 special relation to each other, Thus far the only completed parts are
the second, fourth and fifth of the second volume, althongh several other
Il.umbers belonging to incompleted parts have appeared. A full discus-
3}0'1 of the literature and anatomy of each family precedes the presenta- )
‘EOU of their classification, which includes the genera. Volume 11, Part “ el
(in 3 numbers), contains the Graminea by E. Hackel and the Cyperaceze by
F.Pax. Of the grasses 12 tribes are recognized, and 315 genera. In Cyper- .
ACee there are 65 genera, Carex being said to contain more than 500spee ?es.
Volume IT, Part 4 (in 2 numbers), is more varied in its natinre, contiining
“everal small gron ps, as follows: Flagellariacex (3 genera, Muyacaone
(1 genus), Xyridacez (2 genera). Rapateacez: (6 genera). and £ /;.ily;dmc&'t:-
(3 senera). oy A Eagler; Resionacse (19 genera), Centrolepidices (O
seliera) and Eriocaulacex (6 genera), by G. Hieronymus; Bromeliace . (40
sPhera), by L. Wittm ack; Commelinacea (25 genera), and I’.mtmlermfm*
(6 genera), by 8. Schinland. Volume 11, Part 5 (in 4 numbers), contains
JW* (7 genera), by F. Buchenau: Stemonacex (3 genera, among ¢
Which is onr Croomia). Liliacea (193 genera). by A. Engler; H&?nwdomc&i 4
(9 Senera), Amaryllidaces (71 genera), Velloziacew (2 genera), Taccace® (=
gén.era). Divscoreaer s (9 genera), and Iridacew (61 genera), by F. Pax. : The
__‘&ce @ are included und r Lilizces. while Androstepliwm Torr. 13 re:
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ENGLER, A., and PrRaxtL, K.—Die natiirlichen Pflanzenfamilien nebst ihren Gﬂtt:ngg::

1 S
c';dimchngeren Arten insbhesondere den Nutzpflanzen. Volume 11, Parts 2, 4 an{d 0
'‘Plously illastrateq. Leipzis: Wilhelm Engelmann, 1887. Su bseriptio pric? 3 :




